
Functional Behavioral Assessment Process Guide

Student District/Building

Task Task
Timeline

Directions

Consent on “Notice of Action” obtained This starts the 60-day timeline.

Define the Target (Problem) Behavior Define behavior in observable and measurable terms. Watch this video to assist with
defining behavior.

Data Collection/Gathering Information

Complete a record review Use the History and Cumulative Review form provided to compile information.

Collect at least 5 consecutive days of initial
(baseline) data

Completed within 2 weeks from the date the consent was signed

Scatterplot suggested for initial data collection

Possible Baseline Data Collection Forms:
● Frequency/Rate
● Duration
● Latency
● Opportunity
● Scatterplot (Interval 1)
● Scatterplot (Interval 2)
● Scatterplot (Frequency)

Conduct Indirect Assessments/Interviews
Suggested forms below; use at least two of these

Complete within the first four weeks
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https://youtu.be/ujeFA5ppABw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eoLOv7kFU3s3r3Fb3o4TN5lmT9wSaKZY/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IN2PFX6NRtDgBtsmJi02s_hnEglD8RFN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1napBvsw-davba2mdTku6z5ubuvqGlGx6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1viHE15YEXuMksO3A63uv_zP10R3f3ub2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XGUuukweOnxJt7zMJGCl3fAABdS0Pxyp/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nQva1w1CeYUS_JAGQGhodoxiKPOBANDS/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eKO1SSmj4yaen96FH8ipOgyEoDwU2CIf/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1igFZTxiWknM9TbOfn9KrXWQZZrbdZBB-/copy


Possible Interview Forms:

Teacher:
● FA Checklist for Teachers and Staff (FACTS) (Anderson & Borgmeier, 2007)
● Teacher Functional Assessment Interview (Kerr & Nelson, 1998)
● Functional Assessment Interview (FAI) (O’Neill, 2015)

Student:
● Student-Assisted Functional Assessment Interview (Kern et al., 1994)
● Student-Directed Functional Assessment Interview (O’Neill et al., 2015)
● Functional Assessment Interview Tool: Student Interview Guide (Lohrmann et al., 2006)

Parent:
● Parent Interview Form for Functional Behavioral Assessment: Behavioral Deficit Problem (Witt et al., 2000)
● Parent Interview Form for Functional Behavioral Assessment: Behavioral Excess Problem (Witt et al., 2000)
● Functional Assessment Interview Tool: Parent-Guardian Form (Lohrmann et al., 2007)

Possible Behavior Rating Scales and Questionnaires:

● Motivation Assessment Scale (MAS) (Durand, 1988)
● Problem Behavior Questionnaire (PBQ)(Lewis et al., 1994)
● Questions about Behavioral Function Scale (QABF) (Paclawskyj et al., 2000)

Student observations Observe the student in various environments (at least 3) including transitions between
activities;

If student changes classes or attends pull-outs (PE, art, music, et.), observe in some of
these settings;

Be certain to observe in environments in which the target (problem) behavior has been
reported to occur, as well as those environments where the target behavior is unlikely to
occur;

Observe at least 30 minutes per environment (or the duration the student remains in the
environment if that duration is less than 30 minutes)

Possible Observation Forms:
● ABC Checklist
● Blank ABC Template
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WC0llL1Na1HaLxiG7J_zcUuf0-bwNZtW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11gzNkgPgtbMAW3Vn1RyZGTCoL4KQv77f/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wx8Hek1UFaQfOaOpWPXP-WY9ah2hXOZp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gyIat3u0G8IgegP6RlEFOsv4qs6dchA_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JRzA-Ag7F362cucPJp5fzHX_VzGIS_kW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dVc5bkiw5KBjaRJQvSHmJuiHyVMVssex/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KKVN0Ab5I8cfwNvSaJcK-btA1hQmLyA3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mw7hclDvrGmhrD2IS7QMPFKubQrxMHGX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G9buJHznR5xCX54t_JdORr_-x9PUK-WZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16uUgeLa7-g56utoEe_CGUFVaaosPV3nV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WtR9jIYKZKcN-fZtccEzHQATTpfA0cy0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IO6cAG7Ih9BBzHEcLryfjirCJde0xF4O/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14N2VHEhOMKgMh1ciMBJ4seHp8RXTadLN/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Trxzt-Mc3epKQ3MluTh4VpPPiBx8jM2W/copy


Data Analysis and Interpretation

Determine the need for additional assessments
with “Existing Data Review/Notice of Decision”
needed for those assessments

These may include: social skills, communication skills, intellectual functioning,
achievement and/or curriculum-based assessment.

Determine if target (problem) behavior is related
to a skills or performance deficit in social,
communication or academic ability

This will be determined after review of the results of the additional assessments.

Analyze results of Indirect Assessments
(interviews/rating scales)

Analysis may include graphing.

Analyze and chart or graph data (baseline data
and data gathered during student observations)

Look at patterns of:

● setting events (Watch here for assistance in identifying setting events)
● antecedents (Watch here for assistance in identifying antecedents)
● consequences (Watch here for assistance in identifying consequences)

Examine indirect assessments (interviews/rating scales) and observations for
comparison.  Complete within two weeks of receipt of data. Determine if additional data is
needed.

Possible Graphing Resources:
● Google Sheets Provided (Behavior Rating Scales, Scatterplot-frequency, Scatterplot- interval, ABC Data)
● Illinois Service Resource Center - http://www.isrc.us/educatordownloads - Select data graphing.xls
● Behavior Doctor - Behaviordoctor.org -  Select “Materials” > “Data Collection Tools” >  “Data Entry” and “FBA Data Tools”
● PBISworld.com- Data Tracking
● Intervention Central- Chart Dog Graph Maker- Interventioncentral.org

Summarize the obtained information on the
Arkansas SEU FBA form or other selected form

Develop a summary statement/hypothesis of function of the behavior. (Watch here for
assistance with determining function of behavior.)

Develop possible functions of behavior based on all data provided. Complete within two
weeks after data and indirect assessments have been analyzed.

Consider use of the FBA-Process Summary Report form provided.

Determine if there is a need for BIP based on:
● Data Review

See Checklist for Determining Need for BIP
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https://youtu.be/3HDiw8TKjwk
https://youtu.be/YDrgD0KIDRY
https://youtu.be/_-Zdd8krkGc
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14L5lhnngmHKpwPZLMxiMH4_x-WuDuKzM/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1blsKCRa5GiHT0oBDX0Fzq3huWE6hA7sP/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LSAKFrM5Oc-DJ4KtI0bpAF_jPX1heOg-/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qD8-11RichTPVIvJvYcVGxb08qzhQW_P/copy
http://www.isrc.us/educatordownloads
http://behaviordoctor.org/
http://www.pbisworld.com/
http://www.interventioncentral.org/
https://youtu.be/KPEHaRve4ns
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RGfpU_BnjEChxBCkYWkuI21xzNTT_7Eq/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/191VVsWtOpAK_-sB6VkkDCnEGp-Xx7uju/view?usp=sharing


● Observation

● Indirect Assessments

● Information from Completed Record Review

If needed, develop a Behavior Intervention Plan
(BIP)

See Behavior Intervention Plan Process form

The Competing Behavior Pathway form may be used to develop the BIP

Contextual Fit form may be used to support the team in creating a BIP that fits the
features of your school environment.

Behavior Intervention Plan template

If BIP is created, develop a plan for monitoring
progress. See data collection forms linked above.

Data should be collected to monitor change in student behavior, specifically as it relates to
the goals written in the BIP for both target behavior and replacement behavior.

Data should be collected to evaluate fidelity of implementation of the BIP. See BIP Fidelity
Checklist.

Resources for Evaluating Your FBA/BIP Process:

● FBA and BIP Technical Adequacy Tool for Evaluation - Rubric

● FBA and BIP Technical Adequacy Tool for Evaluation - Scoring Form

● Quality Indicator Review and Resource Guide for Behavioral Supports and Interventions – Intensive Individualized Behavioral Interventions

● Implementation Checklist for FBA (Neitzel, 2008)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UOwTo8GFc_n3pWnj7kVOJd8qyxcY0CiJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JI2Rl9p0pCHrP86fqFcMdYWpkXAaALS7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kbmcrKWi22l40tzcNOA_yrYqKcN7-nIS/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13DaPAWynJfA7QIOIa2yzWOAUvNOcKFXG/copy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vwboHkJmCddxycqOGLBTYXKX8ew0baxU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vwboHkJmCddxycqOGLBTYXKX8ew0baxU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17ce9dv43qN3pnZsJ8KGxibRK3t1hPIys/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T7YpKg-V5eIpZ0mX5vEEc741HSwOO_Sm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ELDhau9CJ4oR_yHipd-Mcu_pMRKjDJ7b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_l_v-7WASbNr_7u1DH_wkz-6LjsmZDhM/view?usp=sharing

