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00:00 
let's take a look at the visual supports 
00:02 
fidelity checklist visual supports are 
00:05 
used to increase independence for 
00:07 
students the fidelity checklist is 
00:10 
divided into three sections preparation 
00:13 
teaching and implementation let's take a 
00:17 
look at each step involved in 
00:19 
implementing visual supports the first 
00:22 
step in the preparation section is to 
00:24 
determine what information you want your 
00:27 
visual support to provide to the student 
00:29 
this could be a visual schedule that 
00:32 
provides upcoming events for the student 
00:34 
it could be visual supports around the 
00:36 
classroom to help them locate materials 
00:38 
it could be a social story that visually 
00:42 
depicts behavior expectations for an 
00:44 
activity that the student is going to 
00:46 
engage in it could be a visual support 
00:49 
that provides information about an 



00:50 
academic concepts such as the 
00:53 
appropriate parts of a sentence once 
00:55 
you've determined what information you 
00:57 
want the visual support to include the 
00:59 
next step in preparation is to decide 
01:02 
how you're going to present that 
01:05 
information to the student to do this 
01:07 
you're going to have to conduct an 
01:09 
assessment of the students skill level 
01:11 
to understand what they're going to be 
01:13 
able to comprehend 
01:15 
some of the different forms that your 
01:17 
visual supports can take include the 
01:19 
most concrete using an actual object or 
01:22 
part of an object and then range to 
01:25 
using just a written word or printed 
01:29 
word which would be the most abstract 
01:31 
form sometimes visual supports are going 
01:34 
to include a combination of these things 
01:36 
once you've determined this and prepared 
01:39 
the visual support you're ready to move 
01:41 



into the teaching phase in the teaching 
01:44 
phase you're going to begin by step 3 
01:47 
showing the visual support to the 
01:49 
student and familiarizing them with it 
01:51 
when you teach the student to use the 
01:53 
visual support you want to stand behind 
01:56 
the student or out of their field of 
01:58 
vision as much as you possibly can 
02:00 
because you want the students attention 
02:01 
on the visual support rather than on the 
02:04 
staff member another thing to remember 
02:07 
when you're teaching the student to use 
02:08 
the visual support is to include only 
02:10 
relevant 
02:11 
language this means use as few words as 
02:14 
possible and provide only information 
02:17 
that the student could get from the 
02:19 
visual support itself so for example if 
02:21 
you're teaching the student to use a 
02:23 
visual schedule and it depicts the 
02:25 
activities the student has that day to 
02:28 
say today you have speech would be 



02:29 
relevant language because the schedule 
02:31 
can show them that but to say today is 
02:34 
Thursday might not be something you want 
02:36 
to say because that information is 
02:38 
probably not provided by the visual 
02:40 
support next you're going to want to 
02:43 
help the student follow through in 
02:45 
completing whatever behavior is being 
02:48 
depicted by the visual support so this 
02:50 
might be transitioning to the next 
02:52 
activity that's on a schedule it might 
02:54 
be writing a sentence that has all the 
02:56 
relevant parts that are depicted by the 
02:58 
visual support it could be getting all 
03:01 
the materials they need for the next 
03:02 
class if the visual support is a 
03:04 
checklist of the materials that they 
03:06 
need for class then you're gonna move on 
03:09 
to starting to fade the prompts once the 
03:14 
student has started to show some 
03:15 
independence with using the visual 
03:17 



support to engage in the desired 
03:20 
behaviors you're gonna start fading out 
03:23 
your prompts for getting them to attend 
03:25 
to the visual support as well as follow 
03:27 
through with whatever behavior is 
03:29 
depicted by the visual support the last 
03:32 
step in teaching is to prepare the 
03:34 
learner for when there are changes in 
03:36 
the activity or event that you use the 
03:39 
visual support for so one form this 
03:41 
takes is maybe teaching an “oops” symbol so 
03:44 
that when your visual schedule has to 
03:46 
change for the day and you have to put 
03:48 
something new on there or the speech 
03:50 
therapist has to come at a time of day 
03:51 
that is different the student is 
03:54 
prepared for that once you complete the 
03:57 
teaching session you're ready to start 
04:00 
implementing the intervention across a 
04:02 
variety of settings so you're going to 
04:04 
use the visual support consistently 
04:07 
throughout the day to facilitate this 



04:09 
step 10 you're probably going to want to 
04:12 
either have visual supports that are 
04:13 
portable and can move with the student 
04:16 
from setting to setting or you're going 
04:18 
to want to create duplicates of that 
04:20 
visual support for the different 
04:22 
settings where the student might need 
04:23 
use it the last step is of course to 
04:26 
take some data on implementation of the 
04:29 
visual support this data could include 
04:31 
how independent the student is in 
04:34 
completing the behaviors that are 
04:36 
depicted by the visual support and you 
04:38 
could also take data on decreases in 
04:40 
target behaviors during activities where 
04:43 
using visual supports to facilitate 
04:46 
appropriate behaviors 

 


